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The final chapter to Paul’s letter to the Philippians.
In this letter, Paul asked for 3 things:
1.) To help resolve a conflict between Euodias (Yu-o-dee-us) and Syntyche (Sin-ta-key).
2.) To be known for rejoicing and not worrying.
3.) To guard their thought lives and focus on praise-worthy things.
Key Point: The church is not perfect, and it is important for new believers to understand this.
Just like a hospital is for sick people, the church is for sinners.
Verse 2-3: Euodias and Syntyche were very prominent women in the church and Paul needed them (Beseech = to ask, to implore or to beg).
Their conflict is unknown, but Paul felt it was important enough to address.
Paul did not want their dispute to disrupt the church’s mission.
Verse 4: Always rejoice in the Lord, regardless of your circumstances.
Verse 5: Let your rejoicing show to everyone regardless of those circumstances.
Moderation = forbearance, gentleness or consideration (being gracious towards others).
Verse 6: Do not worry about anything; instead pray to the Lord (Reference Verse 19).
Supplication = petition, plea, putting everything on God.  Pray is making a specific request and not being general or vague.  Definite requests to God express our dependence on Him.
Verse 7: God will give us peace over our anxiety in due time.
Verse 8: Paul said to focus on what’s good (truth, honesty, just, pure, lovely, good report) (positive thoughts).  Even back then, people only talked about negative things (what’s on the news?)
Verse 9: Practice what we’ve seen and learned from Paul.
Paul is not claiming perfection, but has reached a point and has the track record to prove to be a worthy example for us to follow.
Verse 10: Paul praised the Lord for the Philippians caring about him even though they didn’t have to help him.  They helped Paul several times (Verse 15-16, 18).
Verse 11: Paul was not in need, but content with how he was.
Verse 12: Paul has learned to live in any situation.
Paul didn’t complain about his condition or ask for more help.  He was happy to have received any help at all.
Verse 13: We can do anything through Christ.
Seeing some things as impossible != lack of faith (Thorn in Paul’s side: 2 Cor. 12:7-9, 2 Timothy 4:10).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Verse 14: The church has done well to stand with Paul in his current difficulties.
Paul would’ve made it without the Philippian’s help, but he was glad they sent it and shows his appreciation for them.
