Keeping Commitments
Sunday School, August 29, 2010
Acts 28:16-25a, 28-31 (Written by Luke)
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The lesson opens up at verse 16 with Paul being detained or under house arrest (The Roman empire was ruled by emperor Nero) as he arrives in Rome.

Key Point: We must always keep our commitment to Christ regardless of our circumstance or situation.
Verse 16: Paul was allowed to have his own room, but was guarded by a soldier.
Verse 17: After being in Rome 3 days, Paul called the local Jewish leaders to explain to them his situation.
Verse 18: The romans wanted to release him after trying him and seeing no reason to put him to death.
Verse 19: The Jewish leaders protested this decision, and Paul wanted to appeal to Caesar (Acts 25:1-11).  He had no plans to press charges against his own people, even though he was clearly innocent.
Verse 20: Paul wanted to get to know the Jewish leaders and explain to them that he was being detained and bound in chains because he believed that Jesus, the Messiah, had already come.
Verse 21: The Jewish leaders claimed to have received no letters from Judea or reports against Paul from anyone who had come there.
Verse 22: The Jewish leaders were curious about what Paul had to say about Jesus.  Everything Paul was claiming was being denied everywhere around them.
Verse 23: They set a time to allow Paul to speak and many people came to hear what he had to say.  Paul spoke about the King of God and persuaded people from day until night.
Verse 24: Some people believed Paul, and some did not.
Verse 25: The people argued back and forth amongst each other because of what Paul had said.  Paul left them with 1 word (phrase, scripture: verse 25b-27, Isaiah 6:9-10).
Verse 28: Paul said that this salvation from God was also offered to the Gentiles, and they would accept it.
Verse 29: The Jews left Paul after he spoke these words and had more understanding (Omitted from NLT).
Verse 30-31: Paul lived in Rome for the next 2 years in his own room, and saw many visitors and preached the gospel to them and teaching them about the Lord Jesus Christ.  No one bothered or tried to stop Paul.
